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Racing Rules Committee Report 2008 

The Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) 2009 – 2012 Edition  
The Rule Book was finalized by the Racing Rules Committee Working Party and made available by 
the ISAF Secretariat to all Member National Authorities and ISAF Class Associations several 
weeks before the 30 June deadline stated in the Regulations. 

A large number of submissions were dealt with at the 2007 ISAF Annual Meeting, and the Working 
Party then had to formulate these and draft the new edition of the Racing Rules of Sailing 2009 –
 2012.  This is a very large job, and I particularly wish to record my thanks to the Members – Pertti 
Lipas (FIN), Dick Rose (USA), Bernard Bonneau (FRA), Marianne Middelthon (NOR) and Richard 
Thompson (GBR) for their efforts. 

This edition has also been placed on the ISAF website for an on-line release to the world. An 
addition file allows readers to see in detail exactly how each revised rule was changed, showing 
wording added in red and wording removed struck through. The website also contains a brief 
summary of the major changes in this new edition. 

By far the most significant change for sailors is the major revision in the rules that govern boats at 
marks and obstructions (and some related definitions) contained in Section C of the Part 2 rules.  
The main intention of these changes is to endeavour to simplify these rules. Sailors will appreciate 
there is a very large number of different situations that occur at marks and obstructions that the 
rules must cover. 

Introductory Racing Rules 
An experimental version of Introductory Racing Rules was finalized last year and has been 
published. There has been a large amount of interest in those rules, with the ISAF website 
receiving a very large number of “hits” on that site. 

ISAF Event Documentation 
Committee Members continue to assist in the preparation of Notice of Race and Sailing 
Instructions for ISAF and other Events, and this year included the Committee approving the Sailing 
Instructions for the Beijing Olympic Games 2008 as required by the ISAF Regulations. 

Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) 
Further cases involving sailing were dealt with by CAS during the last 12 months, highlighting the 
continuing awareness that judges must have on the need to follow the rules, procedures and 
policies applicable to our sport.  Again, the Court of Arbitration for Sport has demonstrated that, 
provided our race officers properly follow our rules, policies and procedures, they will be supported 
by the Court in their decisions. 

Approvals to Rule Changes Pursuant to RRS 86.2 
The Chairman made a number of recommendations to the Executive during the year for approval 
for changes to the Racing Rules in particular circumstances, as provided for in racing rule 86.2. 

These approvals included: 

1. Changes to the Rules concerning mark roundings to accommodate a larger ‘zone’. 

2. Exemption for applicable countries from the provisions of racing rule 75 to give boats from 
developing nations the opportunity to compete at certain events consistent with promoting 
the sport in these countries and greater present and future participation. 

3. Changes to RRS 42 to provide for the towing of boats in long distance races for repairs 
prior to their resuming racing. 
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Case Book, Call Book for Match Racing and Call Book for Team Racing 
The Committee continued to review and revise existing and new cases and calls for these books.  
Significant changes will be made in these books in the near future reflecting changes made in The 
Racing Rules of Sailing for 2009 – 2012. 

Conclusion 
The Racing Rules Committee has considered literally hundreds of submissions from Member 
National Authorities and other ISAF Members during the past four years. Such work involves very 
considerable time commitments from the Members of the Committee and I wish to record my 
thanks to all Members for their outstanding efforts during the past four years.  In particular, I would 
like to record my appreciation to the Chairman of the Racing Rules Committee Working Party, 
Pertti Lipas (FIN) for his dedication during this period. 

 

David Tillett 
Chairman, Racing Rules Committee 
 


